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Norfolk Chapter Chief Warrant & Warrant Officer Assn. Newsletter

Ah, fall is upon us in the tidewater region.  Temperatures rising and falling, leaves turning, darn grass still growing, flu season, and the Annual Norfolk Chapter Seafood Fest.  It just doesn’t get any better than this.  October tenth started out in an iffy kind of way.  Sun was out early and gave way to clouds and some rain in the late AM hours.  Then the sky cleared and gave way to some sunshine and light breeze as the Seafood Fest got started.  The sky was somewhat overcast and rain free with a dip in temperature for the remainder of the day.  It turned out to be a great day for socializing and sampling all the tasty seafood and side dishes brought by our members and friends.  

The Seafood Fest takes a lot of energy, effort, and coordination to put together.  I want to thank the following members of our entertainment committee for doing another great job.  John Arnold and Will Wathen for finding us some great shellfish prices on the eastern shore and cooking them up.  50 year distinguished member Harry Huggins for bringing those great tasting steamed shrimp and also assisting in cooking.  Pete Brunk, John Hearn, and Dave Sterling for finding those fat and delicious crabs, and also Pete for steaming them.  Thanks to Pam Arnold for lending a big hand to dad John in frying up all the oysters.  Also thanks to Earl Edwards for opening up the steamed oysters and keeping and eye on the steamed clams as well.  I also want to thank Jim Herron, who came from South Hill, VA, in helping us set everything up.  And lets not forget the great clam chowder that Mary Arnold prepared for us.  Clam chowder is a lot of work and is appreciated by us all.  Thanks Mary the chowder was fantastic.  You have all contributed a great deal to the success of the event.  All the side dishes were amazing and very tasty.  I’m sure everyone left full and happy.  Thank you all very much.

I also want to recognize and thank again Will Wathen and Dave Sterling.  Will Wathen checks the inventory in the trailer to make sure we have all the oil, utensils, gas, and consumables for the event, as well as run around and get the best prices on everything.  Dave Sterling brought the refreshments and ice, and stepped in to do the treasurer duties.  

More recognizing?  Yep, that’s what I do.  More thanks to Pam Arnold, Dave Sterling, John Arnold, and again Will Wathen for cleaning up the place after the event was over.  They all worked very hard during and after the event.  

Over 60 members and friends attended the event this year.  As previously mentioned, Jim Herron arrived early from South Hill, VA.  Also coming some distance for the event were Bob Cason and wife Ann from Midlothian, VA.  Other member and guests in attendance not previously mentioned were Ed and Alice Ard with family members Nelson, Shelley and Tracey Ard, and Jackie and Tyler Ard, Mr. Judson Wright (friend of Pete Brunk), Tart and Carol Daniels, Sharon Doggett and mother Mable Doggett, Jane Huggins, Ed and June Kracker, Bill and Betty Lehr, Bud and Barbara Marchman, Bill and Margie Maroulis with guests Larry and Sherry White, and Donna and Doug Prevatte, Jack and Edna Midgett, Gene and Peggy Moran, CWO Ray and LCDR Dawn Murray, Pat Riordan, CWO Jeff Sander, Buz and Margie Sawyer and son Robert Sawyer, Foster and Ethel Spruill, Hobey and Judy Stearns, Kathryn Bean (friend of Judy’s), Doug and Alice Thurnher, 
Doug and Ann Wagner, Loretta Wathen, Doug and Lori Weller, Mary Westfall, John Hearn, and Phyllis Miller (friend of Earl Edwards).

Our last business meeting will be November 12, 2009.  Meeting will be held in the Wheelhouse on the Coast Guard Base at 1130 hours.  The meeting will be to receive the report from the nominating committee for new chapter officers.

HOLIDAY PARTY AND INSTALLATION DINNER will be at 5:00 PM Saturday, 5 December at the Aberdeen Barn in Virginia Beach.  Cost is $30.00 per person.  Buffet style dinner with Prime Rib/Chicken Breast, Vegetable Medley, Roll/bread, Baked Potato, Dessert, Tea/Coffee/Water, and Salad.  Gratuity included.  The Aberdeen Barn is located on North Hampton Blvd (13) between I-64 and Diamond Springs Rd.  The menu may include other items to be hammered out when we meet with the Aberdeen Barn management.

A phone committee member will call you in advance of the Holiday Party to get an attendance count.  Expect a call sometime during the weekend prior to Thanksgiving.  Please remember that a reservation made is a reservation paid, thank you.

I have included a dues notice for 2010.  We would like to have the dues paid by the end of January 2010.  There is a stamped return addressed envelope to send the dues in.  I have also placed an order for new membership cards.  Sorry we ran out this year.  It shouldn’t take long to get them made.  I intend to send them in the February 2010 newsletter for those we receive dues.  Thank you again.

                                                                     Sincerely,

                                                                      Hobey Stearns, President

                                                                      Norfolk District Chapter CWOA

