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Norfolk District Chapter Chief Warrant & Warrant Officer Association

United States Coast Guard

4000 Coast Guard Blvd

Portsmouth, VA.  23703

MAY 2008 NEWSLETTER

We have had two business meetings and a social event since the January newsletter.  I am combining the two business meetings and the last social event to save a little space.  Let me apologize now if I inadvertently missed any person or subject matter discussed at the meetings or social event.

Chapter President Hobey Stearns called the April and May meetings to order.  Hobey and treasurer Dave Sterling were present at both meetings.  The “Pledge of Allegiance” to our flag was recited, and a moment of silence was observed for all those who passed over the bar since the last meetings.

April meeting attendees were: Distinguished member and past presidents Everett J. (Mattie) Matteson, Harry Huggins, Milton Midgette, and past presidents LT. Dan Tallman, Jack Midgett, Will Wathen, and Doug Wagner.  Others the attending were Chris Pupke, Bill Lehr, Mike Eaton, Bud Marchman, Ed Kracker, Ed Ard, David Pillsbury, Robert Cason (who came from Midlothian, VA.), S. Paul Hamaker, Dewey Nicholls, Foster Spruill, James Kurz, Dan Domme, and Henry Domme.  

May meeting attendees were: Distinguished member and past president Everett J. (Mattie) Matteson, and past presidents LT Dan Tallman, Will Wathen, Pete Brunk, Jack Midgett, and Larry Leonardson.  Other attendees were Bud Marchman, Bill Maroulis, Ed Ard, Henry Domme, and Roger Tomlinson.

New member CWO James Kurz, USCG (Ret) was introduced at the April meeting.

Betty Husky (wife of Distinguished member Buddy Huskey), Fred Cressman, Buddy Moore, Terry Gerler (daughter of Buddy Moore), Douglas Thurnher and Margie Maroulis are on the binnacle list and need our thoughts and prayers.  Please let Harry Huggins, Dave Sterling, or Will Wathen know if one of our members needs to be placed on the binnacle list.

 Reading of the last meetings minutes dispensed with by unanimous vote.

Dave Sterling reported our treasury checking account contains $3043.00.  

Committee Reports (consolidated):

No action taken by the executive, legislative, or by-laws committees.

Entertainment committee:  I am happy to report that LT Dan Tallman is our new entertainment committee chairperson.  What’s happening in entertainment?  Due to a schedule conflict the date and time for the Bar-B-Q has been changed from June 7th at 2:00 PM, to June 28th at 5:00 PM.  It will be at the ISC Portsmouth picnic grounds.  The cost will be $12 per person adult and $5 for kids under 8 years of age.  Please mark this on your calendar.  I will be sending out e-mail notification and the phone committee will make calls to non e-mail recipients prior to the BBQ.

Membership Committee:  New members.  CWO Frank Wetmore, USCG; LCDR Charles L. Smith Jr., USCG (Ret), CWO James W. Kurz, USCG (Ret), and returning to the chapter CWO William A. Nagy, USCG (Ret); and past president CWO Ronald Wright, USCG (Ret).

Unfinished business:  It was voted on and passed to select a past president to serve on the executive committee as a fifth member.

New business:  The annual CWOA meeting was held in South Portland, Maine from the 16th thru the 19th of April.  It was voted on and passed to have our distinguished member Everette J. (Matte) Matteson represent our chapter.  We were under the impression that Matte would have two votes for us at the annual meeting.  We were wrong.  Association by-laws require the Chapter President be present to cast the vote.  Matte voted as his distinguished member status allows him to do.

New business contd.  The following donations were voted on and passed:  $100 to the Association building fund, $100 to the college assistance fund; and $105 to the college assistance fund in memory of CWO John Crowe from the proceeds of the items donated by Deniece Crowe.

Good of the Chapter:  We received a thank you letter for our donation of $100 to the Angel Fund from Nellie Leonardson.  Thank you letter received from Captain Frank Diersen’s family for our donation of $50 to the American Cancer Society in his memory.  There was much talk of the Veterans cemetery in Suffolk.  I will make it a point to get all the information regarding the cemetery and put it in the next newsletter.  There is always talk about our healthcare premiums, and the plan to raise them.  People feel that somehow a rate increase will be buried in legislation in Washington.  I feel it safe to say that we all agree to that.  This is one issue that will not go away.  Well, what do we do to protect what we earned?  Bring your information on the subject to the next chapter meeting.  This is an issue for our Association leaders to address Congress in an appropriate manner.

NOTES FROM THE ASSOCIATION MEETING IN SOUTH PORTLAND
Matte Matteson gave us a short presentation on what went on at the Association meeting.  Item 1 was the distinguished member vote.  Congratulations to CWO Tracy W. (Wayne) Zuehls as the Associations newest distinguished member.  Wayne is the current President of the Pacific Northwest Chapter.  Item 2 (as I understand it) the budget.  We are in good condition with some $451,593 in net assets.  Item 3 was the Scholarship Program.  42 applications were received.  2 were rejected for incomplete documentation and 9 were chosen for $750 grants.  Check out your next CWOA magazine for further information on the college funds and other goings on at the meeting.  Matte kept it short as he had the funeral of a neighbor to attend.

Distinguished Member CWO Bill Reetz, USCG (RET) (LT Dan Tallman’s father-in-law) compiled the following information.

Membership report:  3,331 total members, plus 32 distinguished member, 3 honorary members, and 30 limited members.

Treasurer’s report as of 4/30/08:  income of $257,547 and expenses of $140,441.  This includes a bequest from a deceased member of $90,000.

Records disposition committee:  Bids were taken to copy (for archiving) records.  As it turned out, the bids were high due to many duplicate files.  We are now going to hire someone to go through the files and destroy the duplicates.  The good files will be places in a folder so new bids can be obtained on archiving, as well as purchasing the hardware/software to archive the records in-house.

Agenda items:

High 3 retirement – Obligated service requirement – submitted by CWO Ken Rickard – No action taken after review by Executive Committee.

Post Graduate school for CWO’s – submitted by CWO Mark S. Moore – No action taken after review by the Executive Committee.

Location of annual meeting – submitted by Suncoast Chapter – no action taken after review by the Executive Committee.  Action would require a by-laws change.

CWOA Scholarship Program – Submitted by CWO Robert L. Lewis, USCG (RET) distinguished member – Motion to exclude proceeds to be received from LT Art Colona estate for the establishment of a new scholarship for dependents of enlisted members be separated from the CWO John A Keller Scholarship Program until the new scholarship has been established.  

That is all I have for now.  Check your next CWOA magazine for more information.

                                                                            HOBEY STEARNS

                                                                            President, Norfolk Chapter CWOA

28 MARCH STEAKOUT AT THE WHEELHOUSE ON ISC PORTSMOUTH

It was a very nice evening.  Cool, dry and a very light breeze.  Julie Hesselton and the Wheelhouse staff catered the event.  It was nice to have Julie back.  We can always rely on Julie to provide us with outstanding service.  Thank you so much from all of us.

Besides the steaks we had baked potato, salad, onions/mushrooms, vegetable medley and an assortment of pies for desert.  I heard no complaints about the food.  Even the grilles worked well.

Pam Tallman won the 50/50 raffle of $85.  Pam donated $40 back to the chapter.  Thank you for your generosity.  CWO John Schmeckenbecker won a flower arrangement.  Judy Stearns won a flower arrangement.  Dot Oberlander won a bottle of wine.

A special raffle was held for the items donated by Deniece Crowe.  Harvey Moore won the painting.  We are yet to figure out who won the beautiful rug.  I’m sure they will enjoy it though.

Tart and Carol Daniels donated the lovely artificial flower arrangements.  Thank you both very much for the donation.

OK, here is the valiant effort of listing who attended the social.  Ed Ard, Alice Ard, Sue Coupe, John Arnold, Mary Arnold, Pam Arnold, Gordon Boyd, Eunice Boyd, Jerry Crooks, Tart Daniels, Carol Daniels, Henry Domme, Dan Domme, Thomas Flynn, Mary Flynn, S. Paul Hamaker, Gerri Hamaker, Harry Huggins, Jane Huggins, Austin Keeth, Teddi Keeth, Ed Kracker, June Kracker, Bud Marchman, Barbara Marchman, Jack Midgett, Edna Midgett, Harvey Moore, Margaret Moore, John Oberlander, Dot Oberlander, Dave Pillsbury, George Ramsey, CWO John Schmeckenbecker, Angela Schmeckenbecker, Foster Spruill, Ethel Spruill, Hobey Stearns, Judy Stearns, Kathrine Bean, Doug Garnett, Ada Garnett, Dave Sterling, Ernie Styron, Freida Styron, LT. Dan Tallman, Pam Tallman, Rudy Tarr, Sylvia Tarr, Doug Thurnher, Alice Thurnher, Doug Wagner, and Ann Wagner.  I know I missed George Ramsey and Dave Pillsbury’s dates.  Both were very lovely ladies.  Thanks to all of you who attended the social.  It looked like everyone had a great time.  Lets do it again real soon.

Business Meeting and Social Events Schedule for the remainder of 2008

BUSINESS MEETINGS:

11 SEP 
PLACE AND TIME TO BE DETERMINED

13 NOV 11:30 AM
ISC PORTSMOUTH WHEELHOUSE FOR REPORT AND VOTE ON NEW CHAPTER OFFICERS

SOCIAL EVENTS

28 JUN 5:00 PM
BAR-B-Q!  COST IS $12.00 PER PERSON ADULTS AND $5.00 FOR CHILDREN UNDER 8 YEARS OF AGE.
THERE WILL BE FRIED CHICKEN, BBQ CHICKEN, PORK BBQ, COLE SLAW, POTATO SALAD, BAKED BEANS, HUSHPUPPIES, ROLLS AND CONDIMENTS.  IT SHOULD BE A LITLE COOLER LATER IN THE DAY.

25 OCT 2:00 PM
SEAFOOD FEAST!  HELD AT THE ISC PORTSMOUTH PICNIC GROUNDS.  BRING YOUR FAVORITE COVERED DISH.  CRABS, SHRIMP, CLAMS, OYSTERS, FISH FILLET, AND HUSHPUPPIES.

6/13 DEC 6:00 PM
INSTALLATION OF NEW OFFICERS DINNER
EVENT WILL BE HELD AT THE ABERDEEN BARN ON NORTHAMPTON BLVD (13).  LOCATED BETWEEN I64 AND DIAMOND SPRINGS ROAD ON YOUR RIGHT WHEN HEADING TOWARD THE CBBT.

Members will be reminded of business meetings and socials events at least 10 days in advance.  If you plan on attending, you may call in advance to make a reservation.  This will help us prepare for the events.

Harry Huggins:  484-3700          Dave Sterling:  484-7738

Will Wathen:      430-0028

