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Sun Coast Chapter 

Chief Warrant Officers Assn 
  

 

President  CWO4 F&S Bill Reetz USCG ret   1515 High Bluff Dr 

Vice President  CWO4 F&S David Daniels USCG ret   Largo. FL  33770 

Treasurer   CWO4 F&S John Trombitas USCG ret  727-588-0070 

           billreetz@sprynet.com 

 

March , 2007 

 
The February meeting of the Sun Coast Chapter of the U.S. Coast Guard Chief Warrant Officers Association 

was held at Spaghetti Warehouse in Ybor City, Tampa, FL on Monday February 18th.   

 

This was a social gathering for fellowship.  No business meeting was held. 

 

From the President: 

For those who renewed their membership I say thank you for your support. 
 

Update on membership we have 49 members.  Last year we had 72 members.  We had 4 members pass over the 

bar last year.   

 

I am attaching the 2 agenda items I have received for the national meeting in Portland Maine  April 16
th
 through 

19
th
, the Distinguished Member Nominations (4) and the registration form for anyone planning to attend the 

meeting.  If you have any comments or questions concerning these items contact me by April 1
st
 so I can insure 

your input is forwarded to the meeting. 

 

Mark your calendar for April 2009 (last week of the month) for the Annual Meeting of the CWOA being held in 

Tampa Florida.  For your planning purposes there is normally a meet and greet social event held on Wednesday 

evening (free finger food and a cash bar) and a formal sit down dinner on Saturday evening (usually around $35 

per person).  The business meeting is held from 8 am to 4 or 5 pm Thursday Friday and Saturday which is open 

to all visitors.   You are free to enter into any of the discussions etc.  When the meeting convenes in Executive 

session to discuss specific items i.e. budget, by laws, etc the voting is restricted to the Board of Directors, 

Official Chapter Representatives and attending Distinguished Members.  The only closed meeting (in 

accordance with the by-laws) is normally on Saturday morning for the election of Distinguished Membership 

which is restricted to the Board of Directors, Chapter Representatives and attending Distinguished Members 

(this session is only held if there are any submissions for Distinguished Member). 

 

Also I am attempting to arrange a 7 day cruise out of Tampa departing Sunday afternoon on Carnival Cruise 

Lines around the Western Caribbean (9 years ago we did this after the Orlando meeting and had 16 couples on 

the cruise).         
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There will also be a hospitality suite available whenever the meetings are not in session having snacks and 

refreshments (free) ï we the Sun Coast chapter are responsible for providing the goodies and manning the room.  

As of today we have $494 set aside in our treasury for expenses.    

 

Our next meeting will be at the Coast Guard Air Station in the Red Tail Lounge (next to the swimming pool) 

on Wednesday March 19
th
 at 2:00 PM.  NOTE location and time change. 

 

William J Reetz 

President 

 

This Months Joke: 

 

An Irishman walks into a bar and orders three glasses of Guiness, drinking them one at a time. Noticing this odd 

ritual, the bartender explains that the beer goes flat when poured and informs the man his beer would be much 

fresher if he ordered one glass at a time. 

 

The Irishman explains he began this custom with his two brothers, who have moved to America and Australia, 

respectively. This is their way of remembering all the time they spent drinking together. 

 

The man becomes a regular at the pub, well-known for always ordering three beers at once. One day he walks in 

and orders only two beers. Assuming the worst, a hush falls among other patrons. 

 

When the Irishman returns to the bar to order his second round, the bartender quietly offers his condolences. 

The man looks confused for a moment, and then explains, "No, everyone's fine. I gave up beer for lent." 



 

3 

 

 

 

REGISTRATION FORM 
2008 ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Name (for Badge): 
 

Name of Chapter:  

Your Street Address:  

City  State  Zip:  

Day-time Phone:   Email  
 

 MEETING, LODGING AND INSTALLATION DINNER AT THE 
 Wyndham Hotel Portland Airport  363 Maine Mall Road, South Portland, ME 04106 

 Ph: (207)775-6161   Fax: (207)756-6622 

 DO NOT MAKE RESERVATIONS WITH THE HOTEL 
 

 Lodging 
Room Rate is $90 per night (price includes taxes) 

 

Hotel Arrival Time/Date  Hotel Departure Date  
 

  I desire a  Nonsmoking Room  Smoking Room 

  

  I am attending the meeting and desire a single room 

  

  I am attending the meeting and desire a double room 

  

  I will be accompanied and need a room to accommodate _______ persons  

 Names of persons accompanying me: 

  

  

  

  I am attending the meeting but do not need room accommodations. 
   

Welcome Reception 

Wednesday, 16 April (1900-2100)  Individuals (no charge for reception) 
 

 

Installation Dinner  
Garden Salad, Roast Prime Rib of Beef au jus, fresh vegetables, rolls, coffee and tea, and dessert 

(If you need a special menu, contact Ed Swift at (202) 554-7753 

Saturday, 19 April  Individuals at $42 each (Include with registration) 
     

 

 

Signature:  Date  

 

FORMS MUST BE RETURNED TO THE ASSOCIATION PRIOR TO 15 MARCH 2008 
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2008 Agenda Items Number 1 

 

TITLE:   Annual Meetings  

 

 

SUBMITTED BY: Sun Coast Chapter 

 

BACKGROUND: Location of Annual Meetings Washington DC and Other 

 

DISCUSSION: The annual meeting of the CWOA is one of our primary responsibilities and also one of 

our largest expenditures.   Budgeted at $28,400 this year and an average of $20,000 for 

most previous years.   It is our opinion that moving the meeting around the country is a 

very necessary expense however, it might be more prudent to provide a policy of 

scheduling these meetings.   

 

RECOMMENDATION: The annual meeting should continue to be held as directed by the by laws, however, a 

schedule of when the meeting should be held outside of the Washington DC area 

might be in order to insure prudent spending of our resources.  Our recommendation 

is that the meetings should be held in the Washington DC area with the exception of 

every five (5) years (on the anniversary year cycle).  Example 2009 ï 80
th
 

Anniversary Tampa Florida, 2010, 2011, 2012, 2013 in Washington DC and 2014 ï 

85
th
 Anniversary ______ USA, 2015, 2016,2017,2018 in Washington, etc.   
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