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Norfolk District Chapter Chief Warrant & Warrant Officer Association

United States Coast Guard

4000 Coast Guard Blvd

Portsmouth, VA.  23703

JANUARY 24, 2008

REPORT ON BUSINESS MEETING AND INSTALLATION DINNER

The business meeting was held at Dennis’s Steak and Spaghetti House in the Churchland section of Chesapeake.  17 Chapter members attended the meeting.  

Chapter President Hobey Stearns called the meeting to order.  Dave Sterling was also present.  The new chapter officer’s for 2008 are:  CWO Hobey Stearns, USCG (Ret) president/secretary; LCDR Jerry Crooks, USCG (Ret) vice president; and CWO Dave Sterling, USCG (Ret), treasurer.

Dave Sterling read the CWOA Preamble, the Pledge of Allegiance was recited, and a moment of silence was observed for all those who passed over the bar since the last meeting.

Distinguished member and past president Everett J. (Mattie) Matteson, and, past presidents Bill Ambrose, LT. Dan Tallman, and Jack Midgett were also present.

Distinguished member Harry Huggins, Betty Husky (wife of Distinguished member Buddy Huskey), Fred Cressman, and Terry Gerler (daughter of Buddy Moore) are on the binnacle list and need our thoughts and prayers for speedy recoveries.

Reading of the last meetings minutes dispensed with by unanimous vote.

Dave Sterling reported a treasury checking account amount of $3066.67, a donation of $100 to the Angel fund, and receipt of a $30 donation to the Chapter by CDR Larry K. Lewark, USCG (Ret) in memory of CWO Hope Beacham who recently passed over the bar.

Next up are our committee appointments for 2008.
Executive committee:  Hobey Stearns (chairperson), Jerry Crooks, Dave Sterling, and 
CWO Wade Norris
Legislative committee:  Jerry Crooks (chairperson), and Will Wathen
Phone committee:  Harry Huggins, Will Wathen, Dave Sterling, and Hobey Stearns
By-laws committee:  Will Wathen and a person to be named at next meeting
Entertainment committee:  LT Dan Tallman, Harry Huggins, Will Wathen, John Arnold, Buddy Moore, and Dave Sterling.  The committee will select a chairperson.

We sent out 92 letters to members in good standing with the CWOA living in the Tidewater area.  So far we received only 6 responses, or new members.  We actually have 7 new members as follows:  LCDR Tom Flynn, USCG (Ret), CWO Ray B. Wallace, USCG (Ret), 
CWO Douglas E. Weller, USCG (Ret), CWO Chuck Waggoner, USCG (Ret), 
CWO James W. Kurz, USCG (Ret), LCDR Daniel A. Mussatti, USCG (Ret), and
CWO Stephen Clark, USCG (Ret).  Welcome to all of our new members, and hope to see you at some of the socials and business meetings.

There was no unfinished business from the last business meeting of 2007.

New business:  The new schedule for business meetings and social events has been voted on and accepted.  The schedule will be snail mailed and e-mailed to chapter members.  It was voted on and passed to donate $50 in memory of Capt. Frank Diersen, USCG (Ret) to the American Cancer Society.  The annual CWOA meeting will be held in South Portland, Maine from the 16th thru the 19th of April.  If you have items for discussion at the Association meeting, get them submitted to the Chapter by February 29, 2008.  Submit items by mail to:
United States Coast Guard
Norfolk Chapter CWOA
4000 Coast Guard Blvd.
Portsmouth, VA. 23703

Good of the Chapter:  Matte Matteson and Buddy Marchman brought up the performance of the caterer hired for the installation dinner this past December.  Their and our concerns have already been passed on to the manager of the Portside facility.  

It was brought up to raffle off the Coast Guard Shield hand made rug and the “To The Rescue” picture at the next social event.  Raffle tickets will be $5.00 apiece with tickets being good for a drawing on both items.  Proceeds will be donated to an organization in memory of CWO John Crowe.

Next business meeting:  April 3, 2008 at Frankie’s Place for Ribs located behind the Hardee’s by the corner of Providence and Independence Blvd in Virginia Beach.

Next social is March 28, 2008 at 5:00 PM is a STEAKOUT at the Wheelhouse on ISC Portsmouth.

Meeting attendance:  Chris Pupke, Tom Flynn, Alfred Fry, CWO Ray Murray, E. J. Matteson, Bud Marchman, Jack Midget, Ernie Styron, Bill Maroulis, Lt. Dan Tallman, Bill Ambrose, John Arnold, Dewey Nicholls, D. H. “Tate” Austin, David Meekins, Dave Sterling, and Hobey Stearns.  Margie Maroullis (Bill’s wife) was also in attendance.

We hope to have another great year this year.  So come on out and support the Chapter, visit with some old friends, make some new ones, and catch up on what’s been going on.

The Installation/Christmas dinner was held at the Portside on ISC Portsmouth.  I won’t go into detail, but the performance of our caterer was less than stellar.  We have been spoiled by Julie Heselton’s outstanding service in years past.  Just so no one is confused, Julie had absolutely nothing to do with the caterer.  The caterer was hired off the MWR list of approved caterers.  I contacted several of the caterers and went to there places of business before settling with the one selected.  Everyone in attendance was most gracious and cordial even though things didn’t go as planned.  I thank you all very much for that, and hope you will continue to support the Chapter.  Enclosed is your new list of business meetings and social events for 2008, and an updated roster as well.  I am looking forward in seeing you all at the March Steakout in the Wheelhouse on ISC Portsmouth.

Here is our Installation/Christmas dinner attendance, and let me apologize now if I omitted anyone.  I did try to get the names of our bachelor’s dates but no one was home when I called, and Dave Sterling is attending to an emergency in Maryland.  John Arnold and daughter Pam, Ron and Patricia Busila, Jerry and Mary Anne Crooks, Deneice Crowe, Daniel Domme, Henry Domme, Earl Edwards, Harry and Jane Huggins, Ed and June Kracker, Bud and Barbara Marchman, Bill and Margie Maroulis, Mattie Matteson and Sandra Poole, CWO Wade and Tricia Norris, David Pillsbury,
Russell (Buz) and Margie Sawyer, Hobey and Judy Stearns, David Sterling, Ernie and Freida Styron, LT Dan and Pam Tallman, Will and Lorreta Wathen, George Ramsey, Harvey and Margaret Moore, Douglas and Alice Thurnher, Thomas and Joan Wedgewood, Larry and Geraldine Ames, Edward and Alice Ard, Gordon and Eunice Boyd, and our special guest, Commander Sector Hampton Roads, Capt. Patrick Trapp.  Mary Anne Crooks won the 50/50 and donated $30 to the Chapter.  Thanks Mary Anne for your generosity.  Gifts were handed out to all the ladies in attendance.  Thanks to everyone who donated gifts.

Capt. Trapp presided over the swearing in of the new officers, and provided us with some insight on the inter-workings of the new Sector Commands, and the hot topic items and challenges the United States Coast Guard face today.  Thank you Capt Trapp.


CWO Hobey Stearns, USCG (Ret)


President, Norfolk Chapter CWOA

Encl (1):  Business Meeting/Social Events Schedule

Encl (2):  Chapter Membership Roster

